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col du donon 1re a c dition 1993 carte na 3616 ot is a historically significant and geographically
fascinating mountain pass located within the Vosges region of northeastern France. This area holds
a special place in the hearts of hikers, history enthusiasts, and cartographers alike. The 1993 edition
of the cartographic document NA 3616 OT offers detailed insights into the terrain, routes, and
features of the Col du Donon, making it an essential resource for those exploring the region. In this
comprehensive guide, we will delve into the history, geography, significance, and practical
information related to the Col du Donon, specifically referencing the 1993 edition of the map.

Understanding the Significance of Col du Donon

Historical Background of Col du Donon

The Col du Donon has been a strategic mountain pass for centuries, serving as a vital route through
the Vosges mountains. Historically, it was utilized for trade, military movements, and local travel.
Archaeological findings suggest that the area has been inhabited since prehistoric times, with
Roman and medieval influences evident in the region's history.

Key historical points include:

- Ancient trade routes passing through the pass.
- Its strategic importance during various military conflicts, notably in the World Wars.
- The presence of ancient sacred sites, including the Donon altar, which has cultural and spiritual

significance.

Geographical Features and Terrain

The Col du Donon is situated at an elevation of approximately 700 meters (2,297 feet). The terrain is
characterized by dense forests, rocky outcrops, and panoramic views of the surrounding Vosges
mountains. The route itself is known for its challenging ascents and scenic beauty.

Features include:

- Steep inclines and winding roads.
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- Rich biodiversity, including local flora and fauna.
- Prominent rock formations and viewpoints.

The 1993 Edition of the Carte NA 3616 OT

Overview of the Map

The 1993 edition of the Carte NA 3616 OT provides a detailed topographic representation of the Col
du Donon and surrounding regions. This map is part of the official national topographic series used
for outdoor navigation, planning, and geographic understanding.

Main features of the map:

- Scale: 1:25,000, offering detailed terrain features.
- Accurate depiction of roads, trails, and paths.
- Indications of elevation contours and natural landmarks.
- Marked points of interest, including historical sites and viewpoints.

Importance for Hikers and Outdoor Enthusiasts

The map serves as an essential tool for hikers, cyclists, and nature lovers venturing into the Vosges
mountains. Its detailed features enable users to plan routes effectively, avoid difficult terrain, and
discover lesser-known spots.

Practical uses include:

- Navigating challenging sections of the ascent.
- Locating rest points and shelters.
- Planning multi-day hikes or cycling routes.
- Identifying access points for emergency situations.

Exploring the Routes of Col du Donon

Popular Hiking Trails

Several well-known trails converge at or pass through the Col du Donon area, appealing to various
skill levels.

Notable routes:
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- The Donon Circuit: A circular trail that takes hikers around the mountain, offering panoramic
views and access to historical sites.

- The Holy Site Trail: Leading visitors to the ancient Donon altar and sacred sites.
- The Forest Path: A more relaxed route through dense woodland, suitable for families and casual

walkers.

Cycling Routes and Challenges

Cyclists also favor the area for its challenging inclines and scenic landscapes. The ascent from
nearby towns like Raon-l'Étape or Saint-Blaise-la-Roche offers rewarding views.

Cycling tips:

- Use the detailed 1993 map for route planning.
- Be prepared for steep grades and narrow roads.
- Carry sufficient water, especially during warmer months.
- Consider multi-stage routes to enjoy the scenery fully.

Historical and Cultural Sites at the Col du Donon

The Donon Altar and Sacred Monuments

One of the most intriguing features of the area is the Donon altar, an ancient stone monument
dating back to Celtic times. The site is believed to have been a sacred place for Druids and local
tribes.

Highlights:

- The carved stone altar with inscriptions.
- Mythological significance linked to regional legends.
- Preservation efforts documented in the 1993 map edition.

World War II Memorials and Historical Markers

Given its strategic location, the Col du Donon was a key site during the World Wars. Several
memorials commemorate soldiers and battles fought in the region.

Features include:
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- War memorial plaques.
- Historical markers indicating key sites.
- Access routes detailed on the 1993 map.

Practical Information for Visitors

Best Times to Visit

The region offers different experiences depending on the season:

- Spring (April to June): Blooming flora, moderate weather.
- Summer (July to September): Warmer temperatures, ideal for hiking and cycling.
- Autumn (October to November): Foliage displays, cooler temperatures.
- Winter (December to February): Snow-covered landscapes, suitable for winter sports.

Access Points and Parking

The map NA 3616 OT provides detailed information about access routes and parking facilities.

Key points:

- Main access via RN59 road.
- Several parking areas near trailheads and viewpoints.
- Public transportation options are limited; personal vehicles recommended.

Safety Tips and Recommendations

- Always carry a detailed map, such as the 1993 edition, for navigation.
- Prepare for sudden weather changes.
- Inform someone of your itinerary.
- Respect historical and natural sites.

Preservation and Conservation Efforts

Maintaining the Natural Beauty of Col du Donon

Efforts are underway to preserve the region's natural and cultural heritage, including:
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- Maintaining marked trails to minimize environmental impact.
- Protecting archaeological sites like the Donon altar.
- Promoting sustainable tourism.

Role of the 1993 Map in Conservation

The detailed cartography from the 1993 edition aids conservation by:

- Identifying sensitive areas needing protection.
- Assisting authorities in planning maintenance and restoration.
- Educating visitors about the region's significance.

Conclusion: Why Visit and Study Col du Donon?

The Col du Donon, especially as documented in the 1993 Carte NA 3616 OT, remains a vital point
of interest for outdoor enthusiasts, historians, and nature lovers. Its rich history, striking landscapes,
and cultural significance make it a must-visit destination in the Vosges region. Whether you're
exploring its ancient sacred sites, enjoying panoramic vistas, or navigating its challenging trails with
the aid of detailed maps, the area offers a unique blend of natural beauty and historical depth.

By understanding the geographic and historical context provided by the 1993 map, visitors can
enrich their experience and contribute to the preservation of this remarkable mountain pass. So,
prepare your gear, study the map, and embark on an unforgettable journey through the storied
landscapes of Col du Donon.

Key Takeaways:

- The 1993 edition of the map NA 3616 OT remains an essential resource.
- The region offers diverse routes suitable for all levels.
- Historical and cultural sites enrich the visitor experience.
- Responsible tourism helps preserve the region's natural and cultural heritage.

Whether you're a seasoned hiker, a history buff, or a casual traveler, the Col du Donon promises an
adventure filled with discovery and awe.
 
Col du Donon 1re à C Dition 1993 Carte NA 3616 OT is a noteworthy reference for cycling
enthusiasts, hikers, and outdoor adventurers exploring the scenic terrains of the Vosges mountains
in northeastern France. This particular map and the associated route details from the 1993 edition
provide valuable insights into one of the region?s most iconic mountain passes. Whether you're a
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seasoned cyclist aiming to conquer challenging ascents or a hiker eager to explore the natural
beauty of the Donon massif, understanding the specifics of this map and route is essential. In this
comprehensive review, we will delve into the features, historical significance, technical details, and
practical tips related to the Col du Donon 1re à C Dition 1993 Carte NA 3616 OT.

Understanding the Significance of the Col du Donon

The Col du Donon is a mountain pass situated at an altitude of approximately 700 meters in the
Vosges mountains. It holds both historical and geographical importance, serving as a natural
gateway between the departments of Bas-Rhin and Vosges. The pass is renowned for its stunning
natural landscapes, ancient pagan ruins, and its challenging ascent that attracts cyclists and hikers
alike.

Historical and Cultural Context

- The Donon massif has been a site of spiritual significance since ancient times, with remnants of
Gallo-Roman shrines and Celtic pagan worship sites.

- The area was historically a strategic route connecting different regions, contributing to its
importance for trade and military movements.

- The map from 1993 reflects the state of the terrain and routes during that period, offering a
vintage perspective on this classic route.

Natural Features

- Dense forests, rugged terrain, and panoramic views make the area a favorite among nature
lovers.

- The summit features a monument dedicated to the Gauls, highlighting the area's historical
importance.

- The region experiences a diverse climate, with cooler temperatures and higher precipitation
influencing the route conditions.

Overview of the 1993 Carte NA 3616 OT

The Carte NA 3616 OT issued in 1993 is part of the French national topographic series produced by
the National Geographic Institute (Institut Géographique National). It provides detailed cartographic
information suitable for outdoor activities, navigation, and planning.

Key Features of the Map
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- Scale: The map typically employs a 1:25,000 scale, offering detailed topographical features,
footpaths, cycling routes, and road networks.

- Coverage: It covers the Donon massif and surrounding areas, including key points of interest,
natural landmarks, and infrastructure.

- Navigation Aids: Includes contour lines, elevation data, and symbols indicating trails, roads, and
utilities.

- Historical Data: Reflects the landscape and infrastructure as of 1993, which may differ slightly
from current conditions.

Practical Use

- Ideal for outdoor planning, whether cycling, hiking, or trail running.
- Provides detailed topographic information helpful in navigating the varied terrain.
- Useful for historical comparison or understanding how the landscape has evolved over three

decades.

Technical Details of the Route: From Col du Donon to C Dition

The route from the Col du Donon to C Dition (likely referencing a specific location or route segment)
encompasses a mixture of challenging ascents, scenic descents, and technical terrain.

Route Characteristics

- Distance: Approximately 10-15 km depending on the exact starting and ending points.
- Elevation Gain: Around 300-400 meters, with the steepest sections near the summit of the pass.
- Terrain: A combination of paved roads, gravel paths, and forest tracks.
- Difficulty Level: Moderate to challenging, especially for cyclists due to elevation and winding

roads.

Cyclist Pros and Cons

Pros:

- Scenic vistas and varied terrain provide an engaging cycling experience.
- Less traffic on certain segments makes it safer for mountain biking.
- Historical and cultural points along the route add interest.

Cons:
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- Steep sections may require good climbing skills.
- Weather conditions can make the route more difficult, especially in autumn and winter.
- Some paths may be narrow or poorly maintained, requiring caution.

Hiking and Trail Running

For hikers and trail runners, the terrain offers an immersive experience into the Vosges wilderness,
with opportunities for wildlife observation and photography.

Features and Points of Interest Along the Route

The route from the Col du Donon to C Dition offers numerous features that enhance its appeal.

Natural Landmarks

- Donon Monument: An ancient pagan altar and monument at the summit, symbolizing the area's
historical significance.

- Forests: Dense, lush forests that are home to diverse flora and fauna.
- Panoramic Views: Clearings and viewpoints that offer vistas over the Vosges valleys and even

distant peaks.

Cultural and Historical Sites

- Gallo-Roman Ruins: Remnants of ancient worship sites and structures.
- Local Villages: Quaint hamlets with traditional architecture, offering rest stops and cultural

insights.

Practical Tips for Explorers

- Carry detailed maps or GPS devices, especially if venturing off marked paths.
- Prepare for variable weather; pack waterproof clothing and layers.
- Respect natural and historical sites, adhering to local conservation guidelines.

Comparing the 1993 Map to Current Conditions

While the 1993 Carte NA 3616 OT provides a vintage snapshot, it?s essential to compare it with
current maps and conditions for planning purposes.
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Changes Over Time

- Trail Maintenance: Some paths may have been upgraded or altered since 1993.
- Infrastructure: Roads and signage may have been improved, expanded, or rerouted.
- Environmental Changes: Forest growth, landslides, or natural events might have affected

terrain.

Advantages of Using the 1993 Map

- Offers historical perspective for enthusiasts interested in how the landscape and infrastructure
have evolved.

- Useful for comparative studies or for those seeking a more 'original' exploration experience.

Limitations

- May lack information on recent developments or trail closures.
- Some features might have changed or become inaccessible.

Practical Recommendations for Navigating the Route

To ensure a safe and enjoyable experience on the route from the Col du Donon to C Dition,
consider the following:

- Preparation: Study the map thoroughly and plan your route in advance.
- Equipment: Use suitable cycling gear, hiking boots, and navigation tools.
- Weather Check: Monitor weather forecasts; avoid adverse conditions.
- Local Contacts: Know the locations of nearby towns or emergency services.
- Respect Nature: Follow Leave No Trace principles to preserve the environment.

Conclusion: Why the Col du Donon 1re à C Dition 1993 Carte NA 3616
OT Remains Relevant

The Col du Donon 1re à C Dition 1993 Carte NA 3616 OT encapsulates a rich blend of natural
beauty, historical significance, and outdoor adventure potential. Its detailed cartographic information
from 1993 offers both practical guidance and a nostalgic glimpse into the region?s landscape. For
modern explorers, it serves as a valuable reference point, complemented by current maps and
condition reports.
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Whether you're an avid cyclist aiming to conquer the challenging ascent, a hiker seeking serenity
amid ancient ruins, or a historian interested in the evolution of the landscape, this map and route
provide a foundation for memorable outdoor experiences. The combination of scenic vistas, cultural
heritage, and technical terrain ensures that the journey from the Col du Donon to C Dition remains
an enduring adventure for all who venture into this captivating part of the Vosges.

Summary of Key Features:

- Historic and cultural significance of the Donon massif.
- Detailed topographical features from the 1993 map.
- Challenging yet rewarding route for cyclists and hikers.
- Rich natural landscapes and ancient sites.
- Practical tips for safe exploration.

Embark on your adventure with respect and preparation, and let the timeless beauty of the Vosges
mountains inspire your journey.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the significance of the 'Col du Donon' in the 1993 1re A C Dition race?
The Col du Donon was a key climbing segment in the 1993 1re A C Dition, known for its challenging
ascent and strategic importance in the race's overall outcome. Where can I find the official route
map for the 1993 'Col du Donon 1re A C Dition' race? The official route map is documented on the
'carte na 3616 ot' and can be accessed through cycling archives or official race records from 1993.
What does the code 'carte na 3616 ot' refer to in relation to the 1993 race? The code 'carte na 3616
ot' likely refers to the official race map or chart number 3616, which details the route, including the
Col du Donon segment for the 1993 race. How challenging is the climb at Col du Donon for
participants in the 1993 race? The climb at Col du Donon is considered quite challenging due to its
steep gradients and elevation, testing the endurance and strategy of the riders in the 1993 race. Are
there any notable performances or winners associated with the Col du Donon segment in the 1993
race? Yes, in the 1993 race, certain riders gained significant time advantage on the Col du Donon,
contributing to the overall race outcome; specific winners of this segment are documented in race
archives. Has the route of the Col du Donon in the 1993 race changed in subsequent editions?
While the general route around Col du Donon remains similar, minor adjustments may have been
made in subsequent years, but the 1993 route is well documented in the 'carte na 3616 ot' map. 

 
Related keywords: Col du Donon, 1re A C, 1993, carte, NA 3616, topographie, randonnée, carte
topographique, Vosges, cartographie

Published by: www.helplive-account.ddns.us Page 10 of 10


